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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN CHIMAMANDA NAG
/ OZ1 AD :
PURPLE HIBISCUS s

: A. MEENAZ BANU
: Afs:Slan‘l Professor & Head Department of English,
Islamiah Women's Arts and Science College, Vaniyambadi — 635751

Dr. V. PERUVALLUTHI
Dean & Registrar, Thiruvalluvar Uiversity, Serkaddu.

Women and children sutff:r physical, emotional and psychological injuries at the
hands of a violent partner, companion, husband and father. However, the psychological
emotional effects of domestic violence have enormous conscqucnce;. which coulf bal e
destructive. The degradation and humiliation of women could be traced back to tl:: G
colonial times. Women suffered violence and were regarded as property owned I::r.;
managed by men and society in general which also supported a patriarchal cultural milieu
However, marriage provided a firm ground for the manipulation, humiliation and viola(io;;
of women's freedom and self-worth. Thus, women perpetually remain slaves to husbands
who do not consider their feelings or opinions in matters concerning them. Imbua observes
that:

__.there are several forms of several forms of servile marriage in serving instances
when a woman, without the right to refuse is promised or given in marriage on payment in
money or in Kind to her parents or guardian. In most servile form of marriage, the husband
perceives the wife as a property over whose productive and reproductive powers he
exercises absolute control. (14) The above quotation gives an insight to the plight of women
in the union called ‘marriage’. This male figure dominance often times leads to violence of
different forms which often affects both the women and children. Hamilton further explains
that “the spiritual authority of the husband had a necessary corollary: the inferiority of his
wife. This inferiority stemmed from two sources: first the nature of women suited them 10 a
life of submission, second her inferiority was inherent in her role as a help mate...The man
was not created for the woman but the woman for the man”'(68). It thus becomes clear that
women struggle with the problem of domestic violence which hinders their efforts in finding
a place and identity in society.

ChimamandaNgoziAdichie. Purple Hibiscus. Chapel Hill: Algonguin Books, 2003.

In narrating the story of Kambili, Jaja. Beatrice, and the extraordinary events that
affected their lives, Adichie presents and explores a number of important issues rather
intricately. Her characters are very complex and credible in nature. On the question of
domestic abuse, for instance, Eugene is seen by people as a religious, generous, loving and
compassionate person: thus, he receives many recognition from people as well as other
organizations. His family however has a contrary view: ironically, as his victims. they are
surprised by his dual personality and good will towards people.

To friends and relatives, Beatrice, Kambili and Jaja are living a good life free from
stress and poverty. However, behind the enviable walls of their house. provided by their
benevolent businessman, father, and husband. Eugene Achike, life is difficult and less
enjoyable. Their lives revolve around routine timetable which controls their activities and
lives, and finally subdues them .The pressures and emotional torture at home have
ldren who also deal with the social and emotional ups and
downs of adolescence. peer relations. and petty rivalries in society. The novel takes 2
different turn when Eugene's widowed sister (1feoma) invites the children o spend time with
her family at Nsukka. Thevisit to Aunty Ifeoma’s home begins a series nf Iilgvchamgms
experiences with far-reaching consequences. which changed Achike’s family forever Adl
i their aunt’s home, Kambili and her brother (Jaja) discover a life full of love, frecdom, an

tremendous impact on the chi
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DIFFICULTAIOTHERS IN DIFFICULT DAUGHTERS BY MANJU
KAPUR ‘

; M. SHARMILA BEGAM
Assistant Professor of English, Islamiah women’s Arts and Science College

- The issue of poor mother-daqghter relationship is rarely discussed openly in
mainstream culture. When we utter or think of the word “Mother™ the thoughts and feeling

that rise in our hearts and minds are of love, affection, care, understanding, selfless devoti%ﬁ
and all that is soft and sweet and noble in human nature. Much has been w‘rinen on this hx;in
relation and much has been exposed. If we have traditional literature eulogizing thi)‘:
relationship. we also have literature that exposes the ground reality. There are feminists who
pelieve that this relatignship is also based on selfish motives and is shaped by the
circumstances that dominate. [?lfﬁcull Dgughlgrs by Manju Kapur is a novel which shows
mother -daughter relatlpzxshlp in a new light. The present paper is an attempt to show that
how dau.ghlers lose l‘l}eut way wl'!en they get no motherly support and so become , difficult”.
T}\t sociefy we h‘ve in is a patriarchal socn?ly, where often the child-father relationship is
given more attention and revered. But there is an issue of poor mother-daughter relationship
which is rarely discussed openly in mainstream culture as it appears to be more
“d_\'sfuuctional" because women are believed to be more nurturing, emphatic and social
which prevents them from having any serious conflicts with their children. The fact is that
broken mother-daughter relationships are more common than most are aware. It feels that
this complex relationship can be taken similar to a roller coaster where some parts of the
ride can be fun, thrilling and crazy while there may be some other stretches of that some ride
also where one feels anxious. fearful and alienated. The studies suggest that nearly thirty
percent of women have been estranged from their mothers at some point in their life. And
this is especially true at the two extreme levels of the society: the very highly sophisticated
class and the very poverty driven class. When we utter or think of the word “Mother” the
thoughts and feelings that rise in our hearts and minds are of love, affection, care.
understanding, selfless devotion and all that is soft and sweet and noble in human nature.
We cannot describe it or delimit it. Between a mother and a child, only trust and love can
exist. And when it is a daughter, belonging to the same gender, they are supposed to be
united in a bond of understanding besides love and trust. Much has been written on this holy
relation and much has been exposed. If we have traditional literature eulogizing this
relationship, we also have literature that exposes the ground reality. With women
increasingly realizing their individuality and getting desperate to gel recognition as persons
and not as role models, there has been a visible change in the depiction of erstwhile romantic
relationships. Mother-daughter relationship, which was highly romanticized. has come to be
light. Sophie Freud (1991) notices negativity and cruelty in such

portrayed in more realistic
relationships. These feminists believe that this relationship is also based on selfish motives
and is as much a give and take relationship as any. There are daughters who are nol all that
dependant, admiring lot ‘and mothers who are not that doting, sacrificing on¢ The
relationship is shaped by the circumstances that dominate. The bitterness. the resentment,
the dislike and even the envy that were often felt but never expressed. came 1o be accepied
as dominant traits of this relationship. These feminists believe that the glory of motherhood
comes from taking a sentimental appruach to the phenomenon which comes but naturally
But the kind of n;ulllel'lmod that has been celebrated through tradition is a myth created by
the male of the species to chain their womenfolk and keep them focused on !.h!: i"l\‘Utif"_""\i
duties forgetting their identity. In recent years Difficult Daughters by Manju Kapur i5 8

. : F > i is novel
novel which shows mother -daughter relationship in a new light. It appeals at in this noyve
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AN ARTICLE-ON ART OR AVANT - GARDE - A READING OF /¢4
e KEROUAC'S ON THE ROAD

N. KALAISELYVI
ssor of English, Islamiah women's Arts & Science College,

Assistant Profe .
Vaniyambadi - 635752

The main aim of this paper is to analyze the nuw:-l On the Road as a pigge of
Literature detailed analysis has been done to undcrsm‘n_d the Il"lh(.'ﬂ:l"ll. vull_.u: f’f the tex;, The
novel is merely considered as a travelogue by the critics bu!ﬁ the aim of lh_ls analysis j o
look at the text from different perspective to appreciate the innate value (J"lhl-' text durip
the post-war period the struggle hc:_lwc‘cn .marglnal and mainstream litcrature foung
importance. With it began a unique pcl;md in _hlurary apd cultural history that challenged the
humanistic grounds on which American Ll‘lcralure is based. Many young writers why
belonged to the post-war period started to write about the dcslruct:m‘t of the war. I'LSpecia"y
in America, writers of postwar period started to celebrate the freedom of marginalipy
particularly in the light of growing materialism and technological progress. In their novels
outcastes of society such as criminals. suicides, drunkards found sympathetic treatmen
Attention was focused on their problems and society was seen as responsible for their worge
conditions. In their novels. they wrote about drug use, obsessive wandering and violence
that opposed mainstream culture and narrative. These writings are called Undergroung

Writings.

" The Underground Writings inspired many because it worked towards self-liberation
and opposed all moral codes and conditions through which they wanted to lead a new
liberated life, a life without any rules and restrictions. The powerlessness of the individual in
this vast and complex society is a major theme in these writings. These Underground
Writings resisted the technological, military, industrial and political forces and asserted the

human potential in desperate acts of freedom.
The Underground Writers wrote about the hidden world provided an insight into

the secret world of forbidden drugs. These writers wanted to establish an alternative
community that many felt had been destroyed by the Second World War. These narratives
reflected their attempts to recover a loss” of potential or to channelize their energies into
alternative social and to abandon it constraints in order to embrace new experiences.

One of the important of these underground writings is the Beat Movement. The
important aspect of the Beat Movement is that it championed all forms of social, sexual and
spiritual liberation. It celebrated risk and individuality and opposed materialistic society and

its established orders.
The Beat Generation not only rejected the established order, but also insisted

people to turn to the distant past and seek values that were radical and primitive. According
to Beats, the traditional forms were not adequate to express post-war America. For them the
immediate experience is superior to derivative experience. They believed that America had
become a spiritual wasteland, a land of suppression and repression so certain measures were
needed to overcome the restrictions placed on the individual. They believed that the
individuality was not to be found in corporate society or middle class suburban but must be

found in the outcast, marginal people, thieves and dropouts.
Il'(crouac. Jack *, On the road”, Times Mirrora; New American Library, 1957.

Their main project was to project the world of outcasts in the most intimate detail.
Such intimate identification with the outcaste of society was not something that other artists
could do. Among the artistic group with which they connected the Beats were unigu®
establishing the importance of a radical lifestyle as one element in the tradition of the
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BovelLuE Dl e o h er deals with how Pi survives days with
companion on 2 life boat. The pap nt through.

: man struggles he we X
T Parker&hit"ﬁe:a? ;f;na?: it;eGB in}épain to Canadian parents who were part of the
Yann Martel v

) he was exposed to many different cultureg
diplqmatic o ot resu;;zif'::;?‘sin\;?:k\‘vork later in life. Martel's family e"_enlual?;
a child, something that :iv et v high <chool and college thette, H_e majored
;el:?llmed hlobcta\’::xdsar;ofzure'what his path in life would be. He 1!:'8: Vaf::‘OUS JtOb:.’ including
Ian;dzzgsi:g al:u:[ working in restaurants. Eve.n.tt_la"y, Mmel dﬁ:; fn d:: arT;oFiaanbEIf I(l.a
writing career. Martel traveled the world, visiting countr';es i booke1 l;‘-‘ Eain
inspiration for his writing. Yann Martel wrote several _Ot]) ; 5 hg et of shor
stories and a feminist novel, both of which were commercia oi;?s. 0, i el 910 trave|
the world to experience life and gain inspiration. After tra_vedlt:g in o in 1999, anq
reading Moacyr Scilar's Max and the Cats, Martel was inspired 10 Wri e his most famoys

novel. Life of Pi. a novel about an Indian boy, Pi, and his survival at sea with a tiger on a

i him the Man Booker Prize in 2002. Yann :
lifeboat. The novel won hi hin a story. The “frame” of the novel involves the

Martel’s Life of Pi is a story within et :
incredible story that is told by the narrator (Pi), to the Author while living in India.

A Survivor of Ship Wreck _ :
Yann Martel’s Life of Pi is the story of a young man who survives a harrowing

shipwreck and months in a lifeboat with a large Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. The

beginning of the novel covers Pi’s childhood and youth. His family owns and runs a zoo in

their hometown in India, and his father is emphatic about being aware of the wildness and

true nature of animals, namely that they are not meant to be treated like or thought of as

people. Early in Pi’s life, his father realizes that his son’s naiveté about the tiger in their care
may put Pi in danger. To illustrate how true and real the threat is, he forces the children to
watch the tiger kill and eat a goat. When Pi is a teenager, his family decides to sell the
animals and immigrate to Canada on a cargo ship named Tsimtsum. A terrible storm occurs
during the voyage, and when Pi was excited to see the storm, goes onto the ship’s deck, he 1S
was forced to enter into a lifeboat by the crew. The next morning, he finds himself in the
company of a badly injured zebra, a hyena, and an orangutan named Orange Juice. Hiding
out of sight, under the canvas of the lifeboat, is the tiger Richard Parker. The hyena wounds
and eats t_he zebra, then goes after Orange Juice. The orangutan puts up a good fight, but the
hyena ultimately kills i}er. Richard Parker finally makes himself known by killing and eating
the hyena. Now only Pi and Richard Parker starts to survive on the lifeboat.

Yann Martel Gale Literary Database Contemporary Literary Criticism - 2008
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IN ZADIE SMITH'S NOVEL WHITE

- “ULTURALISM
THE MULTICU. Frri
A. ZUBEDHABEGUM
Assistant Professor of English,
. Islamiah Women's Arts & Science College.

'4BSTRA§;; research paper mainly focus on the concept of mult.-'cuhuralism wi
s ;,;‘Zad;"e Smith’s novel. White Teeth. Za.die Smith has a ph-n;e ;;Zh one of Gl
Britain’s most commended youthful ) Bows - SUACE h?r i ot e Teeth ,

distributed in 2000. The novel White Teeth is a 1-:§ranr gorrrau of .come'mpg,w]
multicultural London, told through the story of three ethnically d{"i”‘ se fﬂmlhe&‘. Up o this
time. she has written five significant books and u.few short stories which were Comverse
into various languages, and promised her a conspicuous place in the contemporary Britisy

literary scene.

“The very reason I write is so that I might not sleepwalk through my entire life”. |
: Zadie Smith. |

The contemporary British writer Zadie Smith was bom on 25, October 1975 j; |
northwest of London who is an essayist. novelist, short-story writer and also a tenureq
professor in the creative writing faculty of New York Universit)_f since September 2010,
She was born to a Jamaican mother, Yvonne Bailey. and an English father, Harvey Smith
who is well known for her treatment of race, religion. and cultural identity and for her
novels eccentric characters, savvy humor, and snappy dialogue. Additionally Smith as 3
youthful creator of blended radical foundation. clearly fuses her own particular encounters
of a differing urban life. In both fiction and non-fiction, her writing is observant and funny,
with a foundation of fierce intellectual curiosity.

Zadie Smith’s most prominent novel White Teeth has become a bestseller since its
publication in the year 2000, has been read by Millions of readers all over the world.
praised by literary critics and earned prestigious Literary prizes including the Whitbread
First Novel Award. the Guardian First Book Award and the James Tait Black Memorial
Prize for Fiction. It is a well- thought multilayered novel with the prevalent umbrella theme
of multiculturalism, covering many sub themes and motifs such as history, identity, the past.
present and future, citizenship, belonging, racism. religion, humanity and many more. Smith
uses the “white teeth’ as a metaphor throughout the novel to point the attention to several
issues. Given the fact, that the novel deals with characters of different origin and race Smith
employs the symbol of teeth to carry out the idea that teeth are the same for everyone. or
more precisely that everyone is the same under the skin.

: The book White Teeth became one of the best novels dealing with
mult:(.:ulturalis.m. A multicultural society consists of two or more different cultures which
are d]fferem in language, religion, traditions and their systems of values. Britain and
f:g:fi"tﬂt!gr [’Ol".f,r""l became multicultural mainly by immigrants who left their countries
!ivingy Wh:‘?: ; elc::, ?rl;conom iC reasons in l_hf: search for freedom and a better standard of
o E;lglish-Jamgicas : e story of three fam|!|'es from three different cultural backgrounds.
mainly between I‘)'h:| an%n729(2he B"-mgla-desm \qhial’s a_nd the Jewish Chalfens, presents
WHERS Zaille Sinfh Besalf s, set in Willesden, a multicultural suburb in North London.
the difficulties of life in a ves]. .An’d "o Sy oy great novels do, White Teeth dramatizcs
modern multicultural Londomt! ticultural society. While the novel presents a portrait of

n, its characters are obsessed with history. and eyents like the
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